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pey open to the temptation of patucian intrigue la the year 54 Caesar's great mother Aureha, and his daughter Julia, Pompey's wife, both died. A child which Julia had borne to Pompey died also, <md the powerful if silent influence of two remaikable women, and the joint interest in an infant, who would have been Csssar's heir as well as Pompey's, were swept away together
The political link was broken immediately aftei by a public disaster unequalled since the last consular army was overthrown by the Gauls on the Rhone, and the capitalists, left without a leader, drifted away to then natuial allies m the Senate Ciassus had taken the field in the East, with a wild ambition of becoming 111 his turn a gieat'couqueior At fiist all had gone well with him He had laised a vast treasure He had plundered the wealthy temples in Phoenicia and Palestine to fill his military chest He had able officers with him, not the least among them his son Publius Crassus, who had served with such distinction under Csasar He ciossed the Euphrates at the head of a magnificent army, expecting to carry all before him with the ease of an Alexander Relying on his own idle judgment, he was tempted in the midst of a burning sumrnei into the waterless plains of Mesopotamia , and on the 15th of June the gieat Roman milhonnaire met his miseiable end, the whole force, with the exception of a few scatteied cohoits, being totally annihilated
The catastrophe in itself was terrible The Par-thians had not piovoked the war The East was left defenceless, and the natural expectation was that, in their ]ust levenge, they might cariy fiie and swoid through Asia Minor and Syria It is not the least